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ALUMNI 
SPOTLIGHTS
These Purdue University alumni published 
articles in volume 4 (2014) of the Journal 
of Purdue Undergraduate Research during 
their time spent completing their 
baccalaureate degrees. Since graduation, 
they have moved into successful careers 
in industry and have pursued further 
educational opportunities.
BA in History and 
American Studies from 
Purdue University (2015) 
and MLS at Indiana 
University (2017)
Katie Martin
Archive Center in Sleepy Hollow, New York, where 
I process the collections of the Ford Foundation and 
work on various digital archive projects. I have been 
at the Archive Center since June 2017.
What are your career goals?
My goal is to stay in the archives fi eld and 
keep learning new skills through professional 
development opportunities.
How did the research you did as an undergraduate 
at Purdue impact your current endeavors? What 
is the value of undergraduate research? 
I was lucky enough to work on many research 
projects during my time at Purdue. As a freshman, I 
worked with Professor Caroline Janney on a project 
to research northern women’s lives after the Civil 
War. I enjoyed that experience so much that I sought 
out other research opportunities in the Department 
of History. My JPUR article was adapted from an 
honors thesis I wrote for the fantastic History Honors 
Program during my junior year under the guidance 
of Professors Nancy Gabin, Kathryn Brownell, 
and Melinda Zook. The History Honors Program 
is a two-class seminar series where I conducted 
independent research on the Civilian Conservation 
Corps in Indiana and wrote a 50-page paper. I also 
took advantage of the Margo Katherine Wilke 
Undergraduate Research Internship opportunity 
What have you been doing since the publication of 
your article in JPUR, volume 4?
During my senior year at Purdue, I worked in the 
Purdue University Archives and Special Collections 
and the Writing Lab. I also served as president of 
the Purdue chapter of Phi Alpha Theta, the national 
history honor society. After I graduated from Purdue 
in 2015, I went straight into a two-year Master of 
Library Science program at Indiana University. 
As a graduate student, I worked part-time in the 
Indiana University Archives processing archival 
collections and political papers. In the summer of 
2016, I completed an internship with the Smithsonian 
Libraries researching Art Deco trade literature at 
the National Museum of American History. I am 






in my last year at Purdue. I worked with Professor 
Christopher Lukasik in the Department of English 
to complete data entry relating to his project, The 
Image in the Text: Intermediality, Illustration, and 
Nineteenth-Century American Literature. In the fall 
of my senior year, I took a history research seminar: 
The Technology and Culture of Flight co-taught by 
Michael G. Smith and Tracy Grimm, the Barron 
Hilton Archivist for Flight and Space Exploration 
at the Purdue University Archives and Special 
Collections. This course gave me the opportunity 
to choose my own essay topic, conduct research 
in the Amelia Earhart collections at the Purdue 
Archives and Special Collections, and write an essay 
about celebrity culture and Amelia Earhart.
     My varied research experiences allowed me to 
pursue interests outside of classes, take on more 
responsibilities, get practical experience, and helped 
me get into graduate school with scholarships. Most 
importantly, my undergraduate research experience, 
along with my work experience in the Purdue 
University Archives and Special Collections, helped 
me decide to become an archivist. In the liberal arts, 
undergraduate research experience can be critical in 
determining what you want to do and what you do 
not want to do in your career.
How did the faculty-mentor relationship impact 
you during your time at Purdue?
The faculty-mentor relationship had a huge impact 
on me. Professors can help guide you to take classes 
that match your interests, steer you toward leadership 
opportunities, and fi nd research projects that 
correspond with your career goals. I felt supported 
during my time at Purdue thanks to my wonderful 
mentors, especially Professor Nancy Gabin, who 
oversaw my honor thesis, helped hone my JPUR
article, off ered an independent study geared toward 
my interest in the history of the National Park 
Service, and wrote letters of recommendation when I 
was applying to grad school.
How did the experience of publishing an article 
in JPUR benefi t you? What advice would you 
give to other undergraduates at Purdue who are 
interested in contributing to the journal?
Winnowing down my 50-page honors thesis to a short 
article was a challenge, but it pushed me to prioritize 
my research in a new way. I also learned how to edit a 
scholarly piece toward diff erent audiences. Publishing 
my article led me to join the JPUR student editorial 
board for the next issue, and that was a wonderful 
experience. My advice is to hone your research article 
with the assistance of multiple faculty mentors.
What advice would you give to other 
undergraduates at Purdue who are interested in 
doing research?
Do not be afraid to reach out to faculty in your fi eld 
of interest. Your professors want to cultivate a mentor 
relationship with students, but they have a lot on their 
plate and might not approach students directly. If you 
are interested in a particular professor’s research, then 
make an appointment with them to talk. Also, you 
should always take advantage of research opportunities 
from your college that sound interesting to you.
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abstract
With the approach of Indiana’s bicentennial, Hoosiers have 
started to refl ect on their state’s rich history. One of the most 
popular New Deal relief agencies, central to the development of 
Indiana state parks and forests, was the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC). The program employed over three million young 
men across the country to complete public works projects from 
1933 to 1942. In Indiana, enrollees in 57 camps fought fi res, 
created hiking trails, planted trees, and constructed recreational 
buildings across the state. CCC Company 517 was one of eight 
African American companies in Indiana and was stationed in 
Corydon, South Bend, and Portland between 1933 and 1941. 
My research examines how Company 517 dealt with racial 
issues in urban and rural settings, and compares the national 
and local goals of the CCC in terms of race relations. The men 
completed recreational public works projects in rural Wyandotte 
Woods State Park (what is today O’Bannon Woods State Park) 
and improved the drainage systems in the cities of South Bend 
and Portland. Racial tensions, sometimes spilling over into 
violence, peaked when the men of 517 were transferred from 
the state forest to camps in South Bend and Portland, which 
were located closer to hostile white communities. To research 
Company 517, I read through camp newspapers published by 
517’s educational program from 1933 to 1941 and utilized 
scholarly works on the New Deal in Indiana. Many of the 
veterans of Company 517 attributed their hard work ethic and 
success later in life to their experience in the CCC. 
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Katie Martin is a senior in the 
College of Liberal Arts majoring 
in American studies and history. 
Her interest areas include the New 
Deal and American environmental 
history. Martin works as a student 
assistant in Purdue’s Virginia 
Kelly Karnes Archives and Special 
Collections Research Center and as 
an undergraduate teaching assistant 
in the Purdue Writing Lab. She 
is the 2013 recipient of the Liberal Arts Honors Program 
Outstanding Junior Scholarship and successfully defended 
her history honors thesis as a junior in April 2014. After she 
graduates, Martin intends to earn a master’s in library science 
and aspires to work in an archive or university library.
student author
Nancy Gabin is an associate 
professor of history. Her research 
interests include women and the 
political economy as well as the 
culture of gender in twentieth-century 
America. Her publications include 
Feminism in the Labor Movement: 
Women and the United Auto Workers, 
1935–1970 (Cornell, 1990) and 
articles on women, work, and the labor 
movement in journals, anthologies, 
and encyclopedias, including Midwestern Women (Indiana, 
1997), The State of Indiana History 2000 (Indiana Historical 
Society, 2001), and The American Midwest (Indiana, 2006). A 
recipient of the Charles B. Murphy Outstanding Undergraduate 
Teaching Award, Gabin teaches courses on women’s history, 
labor history, and America in the 1960s. 
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